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Near term climate predictions for GFCS: 
WGSIP with WMO Global Producing Centres 

  

See also the WMO Lead Centre for long range forecast  
multi-model ensembles: www.wmolc.org  

WCRP Grand Challenge #1 

http://www.wmolc.org/
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WMO Global Producing Centres for 
real time seasonal forecasts 

See the WMO Lead Centre for long range forecast  
multi-model ensembles: www.wmolc.org  

http://www.wmolc.org/


ECMWF 

2014: El Niño absent again... 

Met Office 

Forecasts earlier in 2014 were suggesting a heightened risk 
of a strong El Niño, perhaps even as large as 1997/8 
 
Others suggested a minor warming which turns out to have 
been the case (see black line) 



Global Temperature 2014 
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http://chfps.cima.fcen.uba.ar/ 
CIMA CHFP Data Server 
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CHFP database  
“CMIP for seasonal forecasting” 
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Multimodel forecast analysis 
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Slides from Amy et al 
Multimodel forecast analysis 

Alexey Karpechko 

Northern Annular Mode (500hPa) 

Signals to noise is 
small so large 
ensembles are 
needed! 
 
All models show 
some skill and the 
predictability of the 
NAM is much higher 
than in previous 
operational systems 
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Slides from Amy et al 
The stratosphere in seasonal forecasting 

Amy Butler & Adam Scaife 
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Three new WGSIP projects 

Teleconnections 
 lead by Laura Ferranti(ECMWF) and Herve’ Douville(CNRM) 
 Focus on tropical rainfall and connections to extratropics 
 
Drift 
 lead by Bill Merryfield (EC), Mikhail Tolstykh (RAS) 
 Focus on transient drift after initialisation with observations 
 
Snowcover 
 lead by Jee-Hoon Jeong(Ch.Uni.), Yvan Orsolini (NILU)   
 Focus on effects of snow cover initialisation 
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Chairs: George Boer, 
Doug Smith 
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Seasonal to Decadal Prediction 

Eade et al, GRL, 2014 
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WGSIP summary 
• Growing number of seasonal hindcasts in the CHFP database (CMIP for 
seasonal) and revisited coordinated experiments  
 
• Strong links to operational climate predictions 
 
• Exciting results on winter predictability and a role for the stratosphere  
 
• Three new science projects:  
  - tropical/extratropical interactions 
  - drift/shocks 
  - snow cover 
 
• Decadal prediction for CMIP6 jointly with WGCM and CLIVAR  
 
• Real time decadal predictions being exchanged  
 
• Strong links to GCs and THORPEX legacy projects  
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