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Abstract

The Ocean Modeling Branch (OMB) of the Environmental Modeling Center has been on the
World Wide Web since October 1995. All Branch operational products are now available on
the web site. Since its inception, OMB usage has expanded and the web site has many more
users who are making serious use of products available on the WWW and by ftp. This note
discusses the history, present status, and future plans for the OMB web site.

1 Introduction

OMB now has four years experience on the web. In that time, we have gone from having
a few products available and a few visits per day, to having all operational products and
most experimental products available, and receiving thousands of visits per day. Within the
NWS, and OMB, the web and ftp distribution of information has shifted from a relatively
low to a high priority.

OMB experience has shown that the web is an effective way of providing early prototypes
of products to NWS field offices in time for there to be feedback from the field before final
implementation. Making products available in this way has brought a large number of
outside users to NWS products, who would never have known we were even producing
marine products. '

Because the web, and our use of it, is changing rapidly, any static document will become
dated. Nonetheless, it is useful, to have a snapshot of what our status is at a given time, in
a format which can be used away from the web itself. This will be the first of a periodically-
updated series each of which will describe the OMB’s evolving use of the web. It will also
contain annual summaries of our web and ftp usage statistics.

The following sections are: Policy considerations, OMB standards and practices, statistics
for fiscal years 1998 and 1999, thoughts towards the future, and conclusions.

2 Policy Considerations

The main policy considerations from NWS headquarters are to:

1) Provide access, and restricted access, commensurate with international agreements on
data distribution.

2) Provide equal access to all commercial entities.

3) Clearly inform regarding the priority of web services within the NWS.

Point 1 is addressed in a memo dated 31 May 1996. In brief, it means that we cannot
redistribute data from foreign sources that we obtained under a restricted access ourselves.
We may, however, display data that we have significantly reprocessed.

Point 2 is a continuing concern of commercial weather services. There are also concerns
regarding NWS web pages competing with commercial entities. The OMB, for example, is re-
ferred to in the Commercial Weather Services Association legislative agenda: http: //weather-
industry.org/legislative/Legislative_Agenda.html NWS decision is that model output and
graphics may be made available (indeed, should be made available), but it must be generic

2



output, generic graphics, and cannot be a model or graphic which is tailored to a specific
industry or corporation. Letting users produce customized figures, such as the sea ice page,
where users may select areas to magnify, with a general tool is acceptable.

On the third item, a Jack Kelly morandum dated 4 January 1999, requires that NWS
servers link to a NWS disclaimier. OMB’s web server falls under the ’non-operational’ cat-
egory, so the appropriate disclaimer is http://www.nws.noaa.gov/disclaimerl.html. This
requirement applies only to the server itself, i.e., the main page on the server. The OMB
standard is to link main pages for each product set to the disclaimer as well.

It is NWS policy that Internet information distribution is subject to the same supervisory
and organization approval mechanisms and procedures as distribution by other methods.
Because of this, approval for additions to web pages should be obtained through webmaster
Robert Grumbine (designated reviewer for Internet products by Branch Chief D. B. Rao),
the Branch Chief, or as part of the standard approval process for other documents such as
TPB’s, tech notes, etc.

Regarding what can be made available on the net, NWS regulations state:
a. No special products should be developed solely for the Internet. Products acceptable
for display on the Internet include:
— NWS products that can now or will in the future (see item b. below) be obtained from
operational NWS dissemination services (e.g., FOS, NWWS, NOAAPORT, etc.)
— Represenations of individual NWS products to which no value has been added. Embel-
lishments such as the use of color, animation, or multiple image display, which are made
possible through Internet technology, are not considered adding value to base products.

b. In general, products labeled ”experimental”, *non-operational” or ”prototype” may
be displayed on, or accessed via, the Internet if permission is granted at the Office Director,
Region Director, or Center Director level with notification to the Industrial Meteorology
Staff (W/IM)

”

Products that we call ’experimental’ are actually under part 'a’. Part b is what we're
calling "developmental’ and not making generally available. Our use of *developmental’ is
what is typically considered ’Intranet’ rather than Internet.

3 Practice: OMB web page standards and tools

For the most part, this section will describe standards we have implemented. Please verify
that your pages comply with the standards. A later subsection will note what tools we have
available for constructing web pages and carrying out the required practices.

3.1 Standards and Practices

OMB web standards and practices are more restrictive than the NWS limits. Where head-
quarters has made a requirement, it will be noted as the source. Otherwise, the restriction
is a requirement OMB has agreed to ourselves and is subject to reconsideration. There are
four categories of items listed: "required”, ”recommended”, ” deprecated”, and ”forbidden”.
Practices not listed can be considered optional — do them if you like, and we’ll decide if this



